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Fig. 1.—The Muresk homestead built by Andrew Dempster in 1899. It houses the College dining room, recreation 
room and administrative offices. 
MURESK AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
By W. SOUTHERN, B.Sc. (Agric), Dip. Ed., Principal ":— 
WHEN the West Australian Government established Muresk Agricultural College in 1926, it added a new chapter to an interesting story of land settlement and utili-
sation which had its origin in the early years of the Swan River Colony. Much of the 
present College land was included in a 4,400-acre grant made to Henry Reveley in 
1838, but portions of the grant were forfeited in the same year and taken un by Du 
Bois Agett, the property then being known as Down Farm. 
To Down Farm in 1856 came Matthew 
Oliver with his bride. I t was he who 
planted the large pepper tree which still 
stands in front of the West Dormitory. 
Old records indicate tha t wheat was grown 
on Down Farm a popular variety being 
Clubhead. Although no superphosphate 
was used, yields of from nine to twenty-
six bushels to the acre were obtained over 
long periods. 
Large quantities of sandalwood pro-
vided settlers with a means of augmenting 
their incomes. This fragrant wood was 
in keen demand in China, where it was 
used in the manufacture of joss-sticks, and 
many drav-loads were carted to Perth for 
export. The son of Matthew Oliver re-
members journeying to Perth in a dray 
drawn by a horse and a bullock yoked in 
tandem. 
For some years prior to 1890, Down Farm 
had been owned by Andrew Dempster, one 
of the sons of Captain James McLean 
Dempster, master of a schooner trading 
between Australia and Mauritius in the 
1830's. Captain Dempster had become a 
farmer on the Bucklands Estate at Ir ish-
town near Northam and his sons main-
tained the family's amphibious traditions 
by establishing a sheep station at Esper-
ance and annually captaining the sailing 
ship which took their wool-clip to Adelaide 
and returned with stores. 
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In 1887, Mrs. Andrew Dempster became 
seriously ill at Esperance. With his sick 
wife, his eldest daughter and two black-
fellows, Andrew Dempster set off in a buggy 
and, with only a small compass to aid him, 
travelled 600 miles across trackless and 
virtually unknown country to Northam in 
order to obtain medical advice. The trip 
took about three weeks and was accom-
plished in almost incessant rain. Such a 
magnificent piece of bushmanship deserved 
a happy ending but unfortunately Mrs. 
Dempster died after an operation had been 
performed. 
Perhaps it was this bereavement which 
influenced Andrew Dempster to take up 
his abode at Down Farm which had been 
rented to a man named Smith. In 1899 
he built the magnificent homestead which 
now contains the College dining-room, 
kitchen and administrative block, and in 
the following year he renamed the pro-
perty Muresk after the Dempster's family 
estate on the River Esk in Scotland. 
Andrew Dempster died in 1909 and the 
portion of the estate on which the home-
stead stands passed into the possession of 
his daughter, Mrs. E. W. Cotton, whose 
husband was sole administrator of the pro-
perty. They lived at Muresk until its pur-
chase by the State Government in 1925. 
MANY ADVANTAGES 
The College lands are 2,222 acres in area 
and are located between Northam and 
York, nine miles from the former and 15 
miles from the latter township. Situated 
as it is on the verge of the wheatbelt, it 
has an assured rainfall and its location 
permits of practical instruction being 
given in cereal-growing, dairying, fruit-
growing and the production of root and 
forage crops. 
The property is located in excellent stock 
country and affords opportunities for 
students to receive instruction and prac-
tical experience in most branches of ani-
mal husbandry. 
The College buildings are on rising 
ground commanding a noble view of the 
Avon Valley. The Avon River flows through 
the property, adding to its beauty and 
affording the students facilities for swim-
ming. 
Fig. 2.—One of the two dormitory blocks. 
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Fig. 3.—The Muresk science block containing laboratories and lecture rooms. 
The surrounding country is undulating 
and well-wooded and the average eleva-
tion of the property is 600ft. above sea 
level, an altitude which makes the location 
a particularly healthy site. 
Being only 64 miles from Perth, the Col-
lege is readily accessible by road or rail, 
which facilitates the close association be-
tween it and the Department of Agri-
culture. 
Muresk is similar in standard to other 
Australian agricultural colleges, such as 
Dookie, Gatton, Hawkesbury, Longero-
nong, Roseworthy and Wagga, and has 
already made worthwhile contributions to 
tertiary education in our State. 
Its aims are:— 
1. To train students in the science of 
agriculture and farming practices, or in 
dairy factory work, and at the same time 
to provide opportunities for continuing 
with some aspects of general education. 
2. To raise the general standard of 
efficiency in farming by holding short 
courses of instruction for farmers. 
3. To carry out research work. 
4. To raise the standard of stock in 
farming areas by breeding and distribut-
ing pure bred stock. 
Wheat, oats, barley and peas are grown 
on the College lands and, in accordance 
with the rotation which obtains at the 
College, certain of the paddocks are laid 
down to pasture, principally subterranean 
clover and Wimmera ryegrass. To pro-
vide green feed in summer for the dairy 
herd, pigs and poultry, a plot has been 
laid down under irrigation. 
For instructional purposes, the College 
has an orchard, vineyard, vegetable 
garden and apiary. 
The Muresk dairy herd consists of pedi-
greed Guernsey cattle and is noted as being 
one of the finest herds of that breed in 
Australia. Pigs herds of improved Berk-
shire and Tamworth have been founded 
on foundation stock imported from Great 
Britain, New Zealand and elsewhere and 
these are two of the leading pig studs in 
the State. 
The College sheep flock consists of 
Merino ewes run as a commercial flock. 
Border Leicester x Merino ewes are also 
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bred from these for mating with British 
breeds in connection with the raising of 
fat lambs for export and the local market. 
In the poultry section the main breeds 
are the Australorp, White Leghorn and 
Rhode Island Red. 
A complete building scheme has been 
laid down for the College and subsequent 
additions will conform generally to this 
plan. The present College buildings con-
sist of two dormitories, a science block, 
lecture rooms, a domestic block, and resi-
dences for members of the staff. In the 
dormitories each student has a separate 
room and in the bathrooms hot and cold 
showers are installed. 
A large common-room, a library and 
reading rooms and a dark room are set 
apar t for the use of students. Radios have 
been installed. 
The science block contains senior and 
junior laboratories and a lecture room. 
An up- to-date gas plant is now in use in 
the laboratories. A carpenter 's shop and 
blacksmith's shop are provided in which 
technical instruction is given to the stu-
dents. A modern but ter and cheese fac-
tory fitted with the latest machinery and 
equipment is provided for students taking 
the dairy factory course. 
The College has its own power house to 
provide light and power for the buildings, 
and for its water supply the establishment 
is connected to the Goldfields Water 
Scheme. The septic tank system has been 
adopted for the t rea tment of sewage. 
NEW ARRANGEMENTS 
Some changes in the two courses con-
ducted a t t he College were introduced last 
year. Formerly, the Junior Certificate 
s tandard was sufficient to ensure con-
sideration for admission to a three-year 
course. The first year of t h a t course was, 
of necessity, largely a secondary school 
t ra ining in order to ensure tha t all stu-
dents would be sufficiently grounded in 
essential subjects. 
Many did not have the opportunity to 
study subjects such as chemistry before 
entering the College. Those who had 
already received an adequate educational 
background were admitted direct to the 
second year of the three-year course. 
Under the new arrangements it is pos-
sible for all students to take the necessary 
preliminary course before entering Muresk, 
or in other words exemption from the first 
year of the old course now applies to all 
and the Diploma course is now of only 
two year's duration. 
Applications for admission to Muresk 
should be made during the Junior Certifi-
cate year or earlier. The selection is made 
after the Junior Certificate results are 
available and the successful students pro-
ceed to their Sub-Leaving Certificate study 
at the school of their choice. 
For example, students who are chosen 
after the 1954 Junior Certificate results 
are available, proceed to Sub-Leaving work 
in 1955 and, provided they perform a 
satisfactory year of study and are favour-
ably reported upon in other respects dur-
ing tha t year, they are eligible for admis-
sion to Muresk in 1956. 
Some students may wish to complete 
the Leaving Certificate and enter the Col-
lege in 1957. That arrangement is pos-
sible provided tha t the Principal is i n -
formed of the position. Others may not 
make application until their Sub-Leaving 
year but provided tha t they are taking the 
correct course of study and tha t there are 
vacancies available, their applications will 
be considered for the following year. 
The Sub-Leaving studies should include 
English, Maths A, Geography, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology (or Physiology and 
Hygiene) and a junior standard in Book-
keeping and Commercial Methods should 
be achieved if tha t subject was not in-
cluded in the Junior Certificate year. 
Students who are unable to take the cor-
rect Sub-Leaving course at their Junior 
Certificate school may enrol at the 
Northam High School for tha t year. At 
this school a special class is conducted t a 
meet the requirements of Muresk Agri-
cultural College. 
THE DIPLOMA IN AGRICULTURE 
COURSE (M.D.A.) 
The M.D.A. Course.—It will be seen from 
the foregoing tha t the academic course 
at the College has not been changed, but 
the year of preparation for tha t course is-
taken elsewhere. To avoid a reduction irt 
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HATEh ISESSENTIAL! 
CONSERVE ALL YOU CAN IN A 
LYSAGHT 
HEAVY GAUGE 
PREFABRICATED WATER TANK 
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WATER CONSERVATION 
IRRIGATION HEAD TANK 
INDUSTRIAL WATER STORAGE 
SWIMMING POOLS 
TOWN WATER SUPPLY 
FIRE FIGHTING 
MATERIAL 
5" Corrugated 
Predrilled and 
BASES: t 
• Heavy Gauge 5' 
Galvanized Sheets, 
Curved. 
• Waterproof Jointing Material. 
• Bolts. Nuts, Washers and Tools. 
• Outlet Fitting, Drilled and Threaded: 
for any size Outlet up to 6". 
Ail Parts Replaceable Without Dismantling Tank. 
Lysaght Tanks are designed 
to be erected on Concrete Bases (provided by the 
Purchaser. Details of recommended bases, using the 
Cement Penetrant method of construction available on 
request. 
Special materials for Cement Penetrated Concrete 
Base are available as optional extras. Cement. 
Sand and Aggregate are provided by the Purchaser. 
r vHIULS : 
Nominal Capacity 
25.000 Gallons 
50.000 
75.000 
100.000 
k PRICES O.K. 
Diameter 
23' 10" 
33' 5" 
40' 7" 
45' 4" 
CAPITAL CITIES 
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10' 4" 
10' 4" 
10' 4" 
10' 4" 
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3i .. 
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£272 
£377 
£471 
£524 
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TO DO YOUR WORK AT LESS COST — 
• CHEAP TO RUN! You know, as every farmer knows, that 
a Diesel Tractor is more economical on fuel. The Nuffield 
Universal Tractor has a greater number of fuel-maintenance 
and labour-saving features than any other. 
• EASY TO BUY! THE NUFFIELD DIESEL ROWCROP 
TRACTOR £1,053 
THE NUFFIELD DIESEL MARK 4 TRACTOR £1,090 
• HAS ALL THESE FEATURES! Standard equipment includes: 
Pneumatic tyres, electric lighting and starting, belt pulley, 
draw-bar, independent turning brakes, hour meter, sponge seat, 
chaff screen and canvas engine cover. 
Optional equipment includes: 108" axle, £15; P.T.O., £14/18/-; 
hydraulic lift and P.T.O., £99/18/-; overload release, £19; hand 
clutch, £6/5/-. 
• WILL DO ALL THESE JOBS! The Nuffield Universal Diesel 
Tractor will take implements mounted front, middle, rear or 
tractor drawn; provision is made for quick, easy hitching of 
almost any make or type of implement. Best implements of all 
are the ones specially made to match the tractor's excellence. 
• ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION! Write, call or phone your 
Nuffield Dealer and he will arrange a special demonstration on 
your property. 
NUFFIELD (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD., A UNIT OF THE»BRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture, W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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the amount of practical work (students 
normally spent a proportion of each of 
the three years at the College on practical 
farm work) it has been laid down that 
first-year students must remain at the 
College during four weeks of the eight 
weeks' summer vacation and second-year 
students will be similarly occupied during 
two weeks of the four weeks' winter vaca-
tion. 
Lectures and demonstrations are given 
to the students in the lecture room and 
laboratories. Records are kept by the 
students of all work performed and a farm 
diary course covers routine work on the 
farm. 
Excursions are arranged to places of 
agricultural interest, and in addition to 
theoretical and laboratory work, students 
must cover the full range of practical 
work. They take part in all field opera-
tions on the farm and work in the smithy 
and carpenters' shops. Their training 
covers the handling of tractors, various 
implements and different types of 
machinery. 
Each student is given practical instruc-
tion in building construction and black-
smithing and in turn they spend time in 
the dairy, piggery, poultry sheds, orchards, 
vineyard and garden. They also gain prac-
tical experience in the breeding and 
management of stock, and work in the 
sheep yards and woolshed. Students are 
engaged in class work and practical farm 
work on alternate weeks. 
Applications.—Applications for admission 
must be completed and reach the College 
by December 31 of each year. These should 
include completed application form, medi-
cal certificate as to general fitness, two 
testimonials including one from the Head-
master of the applicant's school, the appli-
cant's own statement as to interests, am-
bitions, etc., and, where desired, an appli-
cation for inclusion in the scholarship 
selection. 
Marks must be applied for when the 
applicant enters for the Junior Certificate 
examination. 
Fees.—The fees charged are very low— 
in accordance with Government policy— 
and are approximately £80 per annum. 
Fig. 4.—Members of one of the farmers' winter courses inspecting experimental plots. 
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Scholarships and Assistance.—Several 
scholarships for Muresk are available and 
awarded each year and the selection of 
applicants is made a t the end of the year 
immediately prior to the year of entry to 
the College. 
Education Department Scholarships and 
allowances may be continued a t the Col-
lege and the "living away from home" 
allowance of £40 per annum is available to 
s tudents entitled to it. 
The McCaughey Bequest and the Can-
teens Services Fund's assistance apply to 
Muresk College students who come within 
t he provisions of the scheme. 
General.—The College year is divided 
into two terms of 20 weeks each; the first 
t e rm begins late in February and ends 
early in July and the second term com-
mences in August and concludes at Christ-
mas . 
Students have the advantages of a resi-
dential college and facilities are provided 
for sports. General recreation commit-
tees are elected for the control of cricket, 
football, tennis, swimming, athletics, rifle 
shooting, gymnastics, etc. The annual 
sports meeting is held just prior to the 
Royal Show and a swimming carnival is 
held annually in the attractive college 
pool. 
For indoor recreation there are two 
reading rooms, piano and radios, a billiard 
table, table tennis outfits and a technical 
and fiction librarv provides literature to 
meet the needs of the students. 
Hobbies such as photography are en-
couraged and facilities are provided. The 
College has a cinematograph with a sound 
track and films are shown frequently. 
The College conducts its own savings 
bank agency, book store, tuckshop and post 
office. 
The majority of the students are farm-
ers ' sons who re turn to the family farms 
but there are many other avenues of em-
plovment open to Muresk graduates. Those 
with good academic qualifications may pro-
ceed to the University in order to study for 
t h e degree in agriculture. 
The College is a sub-department of the 
Depar tment of Agriculture and copies of 
t h e College prospectus may be secured 
from the Principal, Muresk Agricultural 
College, Muresk, W.A., or the Department 
of Agriculture, St. George's Terrace, Perth. 
DAIRY SCIENCE COURSE 
Due to several causes it has been found 
necessary to suspend the Diploma course 
in dairy science but, provided there are 
a sufficient number of students available, 
a shorter course in dairy science (butter 
and cheese factory procedure) will be con-
ducted from late February until early July 
in each of two successive years for butter 
and cheese factory operatives with suitable 
educational backgrounds. 
The cost of each of the two periods of 
the course is approximately £41 and in-
cludes board and residence, laundry, sport 
and medical charges. 
Text books, etc., costing approximately 
£14, would be needed and certain equip-
ment such as sheets and blankets must 
be provided by the students. 
A deposit of £3 must be lodged, which 
is returnable at the end of the course pro-
vided all accounts have been met. 
Scholarships valued at £15 per period 
are available in order to assist students. 
Successful students will be awarded the 
Muresk Certificate of Competency in Dairy 
Manufacture subject to their obtaining 
(a) Milk and Cream Grade Certificate, (b) 
Milk and Cream Testing Certificate, and 
(c) Butter and/or Cheese Making Certifi-
cate. 
If these are not held by the conclusion 
of the course the award of the Competency 
Certificate will be held over until the other 
certificates are gained. 
The Muresk dairy factory contains ac-
commodation in separate manufacturing 
rooms for but ter and cheese making. I t 
is equipped with dairy factory machinery 
of the latest design and with cold storage 
rooms for butter and cheese. A large well-
equipped bacteriological laboratory is in-
corporated and the factory is supplied with 
milk and cream from the College dairy 
herd. Where necessary, supplies are also 
augmented by purchase from selected 
sources. 
Further details of this course may be 
obtained from the Principal. Muresk Agri-
cultural College, Muresk, W.A. 
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FARMERS' WINTER COURSES 
During the winter vacation (four weeks 
in July-August) two short courses for 
farmers are conducted. The subjects of 
the courses vary from year to year and 
details are announced in the press and on 
the radio. The 1954 subjects included a 
three-day course on sheep and wool and 
a second course of similar duration cover-
ing "The Role of Pastures in Animal Pro-
duction." 
Students go into residence at the College 
for three or four days and the chosen topics 
are thoroughly discussed and illustrated 
by demonstrations, the showing of suit-
able films and slides together with lectures 
and practical demonstrations. 
Intending applicants are advised to apply 
early as accommodation at the College is 
limited and each year many applicants 
have to be refused admission on this 
account. A nominal fee is charged. 
FOR SUCCESSFUL DIPPING 
COOPER'S POWDER DIP.—Sheepowners throughout Australia 
recognise the superiority of Cooper's Powder Dip. Containing 
Arsenic/Sulphur compounds, Cooper's Powder Dip is a proven 
remedy for the Sheep Louse. 
COOPER'S QUICK-ACTING POWDER DIP Providing the same 
proven protection as Cooper's Powder Dip against the Sheep Louse, 
Cooper's Quick-Acting Powder Dip contains an additional in-
gredient—DERRIS. Its derris content gives it a special destructive 
action against the Sheep Ked (Tick). 
COOPER'S GAMATOX SHEEP DIP.—Cooper's Gamatox Sheep Dip 
(containing Gammexane Gamma B.H.C.) is an outstanding non-
arsenical Sheep Dip for the control of the Sheep Louse and the 
Sheep Ked (Tick). At increased strengths Gamatox provides highly 
efficient treatment for bodystrike. 
COOPER DIPS 
Monafacturedby. WILLIAM COOPER & NEPHEWS (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD., 9 O'CONNELL ST., SYDNEY 
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